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1. ASKED FOR COMMENT ON SITUATION IN SOUTH VIET-NAM AT 
NOON BRIEFING JANUARY 3, ANDERSON READ FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE IN THE SOUTHERN HALF 
OF SOUTH VIET-NAM DURING THE PAST MONTH HAS BROUGHT THE 
SHARPEST ESCALATION IN THE FIGHTING SINCE THE SIGNING OF 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT AND HAS BROUGHT THE LEVEL OF 
CASUALTIES AND DESTRUCTION BACK UP TO WHAT IT WAS BEFORE 
THE AGREEMENT. THE ATTACKS IN PHUOC LONG PROVINCE ARE 
PARTICULARLY SERIOUS, SINCE BY THE MASSIVE APPLICATION OF 
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VIETNAMESE HAVE SEIZED CONTROL OF FOUR DISTRICT CAPITALS, 
WHICH THEY CLEARLY DID NOT CONTROL AT THE TIME OF THE 
AGREEMENT; AND THEY ARE NOW TRYING TO TAKE THE PROVINCE 
CAPITAL (SONG BE, WHICH IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS 

PHUOC BINH), WHICH IS THEIR FIRST ATTACK ON A PROVINCE 
CAPITAL SINCE THE SEIZURE OF QUANG TRI DURING THEIR 1972 
OFFENSIVE. COMING JUST BEFORE THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, THIS DRAMATICALLY BELIES HANOI'S 
CLAIMS THAT IT IS THE U.S. AND THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM 
WHO ARE VIOLATING THE AGREEMENT AND STANDING IN THE WAY 
OF PEACE. 

WE DEPLORE NORTH VIET-NAM'S TURNING FROM THE PATH 
OF NEGOTIATIONS TO THAT OF WAR, NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT IS 
A GRAVE VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENT BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF 
THE CRUEL PRICE IT IS IMPOSING ON THE CIVILIAN POPULATION 
OF SOUTH VIET-NAM. IN THIS REGARD, WE CALL ATTENTION 
TO THE ACTION OF THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST 
REPRESENTATIVES IN SAIGON IN REJECTING AS A "FALSE 
HUMANITARIAN TRICK" A NOTE WHICH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT SENT THEM ON JANUARY 2 REQUESTING A 
MEETING TO WORK OUT A FORMULA FOR SUPPLYING FOOD AND 
ASSISTANCE TO WOUNDED CIVILIANS IN SONG BE. WE AGAIN 
VOICE OUR STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM'S 
CALL TO THE COMMUNIST SIDE TO REOPEN THE BILATERAL TALKS 
IN PARIS AND SAIGON WICH ARE MANDATED BY THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT. END TEXT 

2. ASKED WHETHER THE US IS PLANNING TO INVOKE THE 
SO-CALLED PEACE-KEEPING MACHINERY OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, 
OR HAS SENT NOTES TO THE "GUARANTORS" OF THE AGREEMENT, 
ANDERSON REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW, BUT - WHEN 
PRESSED - AGREED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER. 

3. QUERIED WHETHER READING THIS STATEMENT IS ALL THE US 
INTENDS TO DO, OR WOULD IT STUDY ANY ACTION IN REGARD TO 
THIS MOST SERIOUS SITUATION SINCE THE PEACE AGREEMENT, 
ANDERSON RESPONDED THAT THE US IS WATCHING THIS SITUATION 
CAREFULLY, AND REFERRED THE PRESS TO THE STATEMENT ISSUED 
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BY THE PRESIDENT IN VAIL (WHEN HE SIGNED THE AID BILL) 

IN WHICH HE ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO VIET-NAM. KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, TREATY VIOLATION, PRESS CONFERENCES, COMBAT OPERATIONS, PARIS AGREEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE001807 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JRBULLINGTON:JCM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750004-0235 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 77/aaaacqbb. tel 

Line Count: 109 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 SAIGON'S U900 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 FEB 2003 by RicharJA>; APPROVED <12 FEB 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEPARTMENT STATEMENT ON NVA OFFENSIVE IN PHUOC LONG 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, VN. VS, (ANDERSON) 

To: SAIGON 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



